Morland Parish Council Annual Meeting
Minutes 12t May 2025

MORLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of Morland Parish Council held Monday 12t
May 2025 at 7.30pm at Morland Village Hall.

Present: Parish Councillors; Dan Fitton, Gillian Garratt, Lesley Robson, Peter Taylor
(Vice-Chair), Steve Wilson, (Chair) Paul Vines
WandF: Neil McCall
Officers; Lisa Beken (Parish Clerk)

Two members of the Public were also present.

05/25/1 Election of Chair: RESOLVED that Councillor Steve Wilson was unanimously
elected as Chair for 2025/2026. (Nomination by Councillor Robson, seconded by
Councillor Vines)

05/25/2 Election of Vice-Chair: RESOLVED that Councillor Peter Taylor was unanimously
elected Vice-Chair for 2025/2026. (Nominated by Councillor Wilson , Seconded by
Councillor Fitton)

05/25/3 Apologies for absence: RESOLVED that there were no absences to be noted.

05/25/4 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations: RESOLVED that these had been
reviewed by the Clerk and no updates were required at this time.

05/25/5 Council Policies: RESOLVED that these had been reviewed by the Clerk and no
changes were required at this time.

05/25/6 Risk Assessment: RESOLVED that the General Risk Assessment, and the Risk

Assessments for the Play Area, the Allotments and the Beckside were approved, with
minor amendment.

05/25/7 Annual Accounts: RESOLVED to approve the annual accounts for 2024-25 as
reviewed by the internal auditor and authorise these to be signed by the Chair

05/25/8 Standing Committees: RESOLVED that Standing Committees should be formed
as follows;

a) Allotments: Councillors Fitton, Taylor and Wilson.

b) Highways/maintenance: Councillor Fitton.

c) Finance: Councillors Robson, Taylor and the Clerk.

d) Communication: Councillors Garratt and Vines.

e) Staffing: Councillors Garratt and Vines

05/25/9 Declarations of Interest: RESOLVED that no interests were declared.

05/25/10 Minutes: RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on
10t March 2025 were agreed, as a true record and were signed by the Chair.

05/25/11 Public Participation: RESOLVED that the following issues were raised;

e Ian Barnes informed the Council that the Community Interest Company for pub
would be winding up. As the group raised money through fund raising, they
have agreed to return grant funding received from the Parish Council and the
Towns Fund.

05/25/12 Progress Reports: RESOLVED that the following updates were received;

a) Neighbourhood Development Plan — Councillor Robson informed the
meeting that amendments have been progressed, with final maps left to be
inserted.

b) Emergency Plan - Councillor Garrat is working on draft to bring to next
meeting.

¢) 20mph - The Clerk confirmed that Morland is on the reserve list for 2027
consideration in 2027.
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d) White Bridge - Councillor Wilson has spoken to highways regarding material

and will let Councillor Fitton know the outcome, who can then commence work.

Working Practices: RESOLVED that the Clerk informed the Council of proposed
working practices, as agreed with the Staffing Committee.

Village Hall Storage: RESOLVED that it was agreed that the Parish Council would

continue to make use of the shed as storage, and would look into re-felting the roof.

Assets: RESOLVED that assets across the Parish has been reviewed. It was agreed

that work was required to repair the noticeboard at Morland Studio, as well as

considering re-siting the bin, with the possibility that volunteers could be enlisted to
help with this. Councillor Taylor was in the process of varnishing the old noticeboard
from the Village Hall, and would relocate this to the allotments. Councillor Fitton agreed
to post a notice of removal on the bench at Lowergate which was severely damaged.

It was also agreed to enquire with residents about the grass cutting regime at Jackson

Croft, and to request the grass contractor include it in their schedule, as well as to add

the bench on the grass to the Asset Register.

Tree Survey: RESOLVED to continue to monitor the Ash Trees, and to further discuss

at the July meeting.

Footway Lighting: RESOLVED that following a revision .in policy at Westmorland

and Furness Council, the Parish Council unanimously agreed that all eligible footways

lights would be transferred back to the ownership of Westmorland and Furness Council.

Accounts: RESOLVED to pay accounts as listed, and to renew the insurance policy.

Highways and Maintenance: RESOLVED that the following was discussed;

a) Allotments;

i. Stile at allotment. The Clerk was asked to request an up over stile from
Countryside Access at Westmorland and Furness Council.
ii. Flooding. The area needs to be dug out, and soil in bought in to top the
beck overflowing. Councillors Fitton and Wilson to oversee.
iii. Pumps. Councillor Garratt to discuss with allotment holders.

b) Councillor Wilson had spoken to the Highways Officer regarding road deterioration,
and was informed that if a road surface hasn't deteriorated by more than 5cm, it
was not deemed serious enough for action.

c) Clerk was requested to report issues at the roadside at Glen Esk.

d) The Clerk informed the Council of a series of road closures in January 2026 for
repairs to railway bridges, which would affect the M6 and A66.

e) Westmorland and Furness Councillor Neil McCall confirmed that he had taken
complaints raised by the Parish Council about inappropriate diversions to Members
at Council.

Planning: RESOLVED that there were planning applications open at this time.

Further, the Clerk was requested to enquire about progress on the application at

Tanglewood.

Council matters: RESOLVED that Councillors discussed the following matters;

a) Following the death of Councillor Hancock, the Parish Council agreed to discuss

an appropriate memorial at the next meeting.

b) Councillor Fitton will carry out final repairs at the Play Area.

Date of the next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14t July at

7.30pm, at Morland Village Hall.

Meeting closed: 9:13 pm
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